
Monday, June 4, 2018       2 Peter 1:2-7 
 
he has bestowed on us the precious and very great promises...” 
          2 Peter 1:4 
   
I was struck by the line about the “precious and very great promises” of God. It made 
me stop for a few moments and think about some of those promises. 
 
I will not leave you orphans…I will come back again and take you to myself…(John 14) 
 
   Ask and you shall receive, seek and you shall find,  
      knock and the door will be opened to you. (Matthew 7:7 and Luke 11:9) 
 
If you forgive others, God will forgive you (Matthew 6:14) 
 
    Everyone who has given up home or brothers or sisters or mother or father  
      or children or lands will receive a hundred times more and eternal life. (Matthew 19:29) 
 
Behold I am with you always even until the end of the age. (Matthew 28:20) 
 
    Seek the kingdom of God and all these things (what you are to eat and drink and wear)  
       will be given to you besides. (Luke 12:31) 
 
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places…And if I go and prepare a place for 
you I will come back again and take you to myself… (John 14) 
 
     Come to me all you who labor and are burdened and I will give you rest. (Matthew 11) 
 
I will give you a new advocate (John 14:15) 
 
Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit. (John 15) 
 
Those are only the ones I could remember, but WOW! Look at the promises God has 
given to us once we choose to be His disciples. And God is faithful to God’s promises! 
 
 
 
         Fr. Tom Clegg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tuesday, June 5, 2018       2 Peter 3:12-18 
 
Be eager to be found without spot or blemish before him, at peace.    
         2 Peter 3:14 
   
Every so often when I was a child I would “tattle” on one of my siblings. My mom or dad 
would usually tell me, “You worry about yourself and let him/her take care of him/her.” It 
sounds a little bit to me like they were quoting St. Peter.  
 
St. Peter is telling us that we need to take care of our own behavior. Not only are we to 
take care of it, but we are to be eager about doing it. It is a challenge to do that. 
Weakness grabs hold of me often and I give in to this temptation or that temptation. 
However, in those rare times when I seem to have a little more control over temptation, I 
seem to be just a little bit happier too.  
 
I guess that shouldn’t come as a surprise because Peter implies today that when we are 
moving away from spot or blemish we are, at the same time, moving toward peace. It 
makes sense. When I think about some of the most peaceful people I know they are 
also some of the best people I know. Goodness and peace seem to go together; not 
only that, but the latter is a result of the former. 
  
         Fr. Tom Clegg 
 
 
 
  



 
Wednesday, June 6, 2018      2 Timothy 1:1-3, 6-12 
 
God did not give us a spirit of cowardice... 
     2 Timothy 1:7 
   
People will sometimes ask me how I come up with my homilies and I will tell them: I 
preach to myself and hope that I am normal enough that it applies to others. It is 
probably why I preach about not being afraid so often. 
 
It seems to me that it is so easy to give into fear. I want to try this new program but I am 
afraid people won’t come. I want to talk about this in a homily but I’m afraid that people 
will take it the wrong way. I am afraid to do this or that or the other thing.  
 
Now, I don’t know that anyone would ever know that. You see, I think fear manifests 
itself in very subtle ways, not in large and overt ways. And so I find myself not doing 
things that I know I can and should be doing. And what ends up happening is that I 
settle…I settle for what is rather than trusting in God’s big plan.  
 
A couple of weekends ago I asked a question first posed by Robert Schuler, “What 
would you do if you were 100% certain that you could not fail?” It’s a good question. 
Perhaps another one would be, “What would you do if you truly believed that God did 
not give us a spirit of cowardice?” 
 
 
         Fr. Tom Clegg 
 
  



 
 
Thursday, June 7, 2018       Mark 12:28-34 
 
The second is this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.     
              Mark 12:31 
   
When I was a school teacher there was a common mistake that many of my students 
would make. They wouldn’t read the whole passage. They would get a good start, read 
most of the passage, and then stop short. And when a question came up that had to do 
with the last part of the passage they would miss it. 
 
I imagine a few people made that mistake when they heard Jesus give this answer. 
When he said that you should love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul and 
strength every head in the audience would be nodding with approval. But before they 
could begin patting themselves on the back because of how much they loved God, he 
added the second (and perhaps more difficult part) “and you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 
 
It is so easy to love God, but to love that person who gets on your very last nerve, not 
so easy. It is easy to love God, but, to love that family member who ruins every 
Christmas with his drinking, that’s tough. It’s easy to love God, but to love that person 
who interrupts you every time you try to speak…. 
 
But Jesus says they are connected…so intricately connected that you can’t do one 
unless you do both.  
         Fr. Tom Clegg 
 
  



 
Friday, June 8, 2018    Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Hosea 11:1, 3-4 8-9 
 
Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, who took them in my arms; I drew them with 
human cords, with bands of love; I fostered them like one who raises an infant to his 
cheeks; Yet, though I stooped to feed my child, they did not know that I was their healer.  
          Hosea 11:3-4 
         
 
What a great image Hosea gives us for our God. When I read this image, I think of my 
mom. My mom taught me how to walk…took me into her arms…raised me as an infant 
to her cheeks, and stooped to feed and heal me. Arguably then, this image is one of the 
feminine side of God: God as mother. Pope John Paul I in his short pontificate turned 
some heads when he said of God, “We know: he has always his eyes open on us, even 
when it seems to be dark. He is our father; even more he is our mother. He does not 
want to hurt us, He wants only to do good to us, to all of us. If children are ill, they have 
additional claim to be loved by their mother.”  Angelus, 9/10/1978 
 
I don’t get too offended when people use all sorts of imagery for God. To try to capture 
the totality of God requires lots of words and thoughts and images.  
 
Today we celebrate the feast of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. Big love. The love of 
both our mothers and our fathers! 
          

Fr. Tom Clegg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


