St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN
The First Fifteen
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission has asked that all parish meetings
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings.
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.
Sunday, March 4, 2018
John 2:13-25
Since the Passover of the Jews was near, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. He found in the
temple area those who sold oxen, sheep, and doves, as well as the money changers seated
there. He made a whip out of cords and drove them all out of the temple area with the
sheep and oxen, and spilled the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables,
and to those who sold doves he said, “Take these out of here and stop making my Father’s
house a marketplace.”
His disciples recalled the words of Scripture, Zeal for your house will consume me.
At this the Jews answered and said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?”
Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.”
The Jews said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and you will
raise it up in three days?”
But he was speaking about the temple of his body. Therefore, when he was raised from the
dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they came to believe the
Scripture and the words Jesus had spoken.
While he was in Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, many began to believe in his name
when they saw the signs he was doing. But Jesus would not trust himself to them because
he knew them all, and did not need anyone to testify about human nature, He himself
understood it well.
Questions to Ponder:
1. If Jesus was to come into your “spiritual” house would he need to “clean house”?
Can Lent be a time you can “clean up your act?” How?
2. How does Jesus’ anger speak to you? How do you think the disciples felt when
Jesus cleared the temple area?
3. How does Jesus’ cleansing of the temple apply to the Church and us ?
End with the “Glory Be”
“Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is
now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen”

